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Ahoy from the Commander, 

Spring is here and a new boating season has started. For many of us, that means planning a 
cruise along the Rideau Canal system with stops at the several gracious old resorts along 
the way. These offer fine dining and a relaxed atmosphere that evoke a gentler time when 
life was not as hectic as it is today. Some of these grand dames of yesteryear are the Cove 
Inn at Westport, Sterling Lodge in Newboro, Opinicon Resort at Chaffey’s Lock, and the 
Hotel Kenney at Jones Falls. We almost lost Hotel Kenney when it was slated to be replaced 
by a condominium project a few years ago, but fortunately it was rescued at the last 
minute by a past patron, Franklin Folts from Massachusetts. Franklin fell in love with the area and the hotel when 
visiting there as a young man. The Opinicon was threatened too when long-time owner and operator Janice Jarrett 
Cross died in February, 2012. The grand resort was closed for 3 seasons until it was sold by auction in December, 
2014, to Ottawa residents Fiona McKean and Tobias Lütke. 

Buying the Opinicon “was a decision of the heart” wrote Fiona in a blog on the newly created website for the 
resort on March 1st, 2015. She spoke of her experiences with the Opinicon over many years through her childhood 
daily pilgrimages for ice cream from a friend’s cottage to bringing her family there from their own cottage on 
Newboro Lake. The 16 acre property could not be in better hands. Although Fiona works for External Affairs 
Canada and has 3 kids, the last one born just days after acquiring the resort, she has tackled the immense job of 
restoring and upgrading the resort with zeal and a passion that is truly admirable. She is supported by her husband 
Tobius, very busy in his own right as CEO and founder of the hugely successful e-commerce company Shopify. 

My wife Karen and I celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary with dinner at the Opinicon last August. The dining 
room, freshly painted in cheerful yellow and white and with gleaming hardwood floor, was abuzz with guests of all 
ages, and the prime rib was tender and tasty. Fiona wandered through the busy dining room, chatting with the 
guests as she topped up water glasses from a pitcher she held in her left hand, while holding her new toddler in 
her right arm. After dinner we took a stroll through the property at twilight, and marveled at the enormous oak 
trees which have been growing there for hundreds of years. We made our way home by boat under a beautiful 
starry sky to our cottage in Newboro Lake, feeling content, and happy that we will be able make this an annual 
event for years to come. 

Last year the main lodge and entranceway grounds were spruced up including a new roof, paint and gardens, and 
the dining room and ice cream shop reopened. Indoor and outdoor children’s play areas were created. The familiar 
Liar‘s Bench is ready for new tales of the one that got away. 
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The boat docks were made ready with fuel, water 
and upgraded shore power available, and new cloth 
washers and dryers were added to the boater’s 
washrooms and laundry building. Fiona has ensured 
all of the renovations have been done to preserve 
the original style and charm of the place. This year 
the opening is delayed (aiming for late June), but 
not due to lack of preparedness, but rather because 
more extensive renos are underway. The main 
lodge is getting an expanded dining room and 
kitchen, a new pub, and the cottages are being 
repaired and refurbished to accept guests again. 

Soon the entire resort will be back in service. If you are cruising along the Rideau this summer, I highly recommend 
that you stop and visit the new Opinicon, but even if you are not boating nearby it is worth a special road trip. 

Be safe, and keep well! 
 
Robin Craig, CN 
Ottawa Commander  

 
 
 
 

Planting a Seed 
 
You never really know when or where it happens but it happens probably once or more times in a year. People and 
boaters are social beings. We mix and celebrate life with one another. It is in moments like these that it happens. 
You have an opportunity to put in a good word about the boating courses offered by the Ottawa Power and Sail 
Squadron. Sometimes you are a little shy and you hesitate to bring it up. Sometime you act out of character and 
you do explain what we do so well during the winter and how much it improves the boating experience. 
Sometimes you speak of the comradery of the squadron and sometimes you just plant a seed to come back to the 
topic at another time.  
 
We know this happens because those who sign up for courses often indicate that they learned about the course or 
Squadron by word of mouth or from a Squadron member. It is not the posters, or the advertising. It is someone, 
somewhere, at some time maybe years earlier, that explained the courses or the squadron and then there came a 
time when they went to the web site and followed up by signing up for a course.  So take a bow because what you 
do when you overcome your natural shyness and spread the word is important. And it often works.  
 
 
by Donald Partridge, AP 
Public Relations Officer  
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The 2016 - 2017 Bridge 
 

Squadron Commander  Robin Craig, CN 
Immediate Past Commander  Terry Hamilton, JN  
Executive Officer  Court Harkness, JN 
Admin Officer                                       Christopher Friesen 
Financial Officer  William Moyle, JN 
Educational Officer  Axel Obenauf, JN  
A/Educational Officer                           Court Harkness, JN  
A/Educational Officer                  Richard Gregory 
A/Educational Officer (VHF Radio) Peter Dalton, S 
Educational Supply Officer                  Marjorie Ladouceur  
Communications Officer  Nancy Richards, S 
Environmental Officer                          Nick Baets, CN                           
MAREP & safety Officer  Kenneth Kendall, S 
Mailing Officer  Marjorie Ladouceur 
Membership  Guy A. Ladouceur 
Public Relation / Marketing Officer Donald Partridge, AP 
Assistant Public Relation  Jason  Ladouceur 
Regalia  Marjorie Ladouceur 
Rideau Ripples Editor  Philip Harris, N 
Secretary  Chantal Ladouceur 
Social Affairs (Committee Chair) Terry Hamilton, JN 
Webmaster  Philip Harris, N 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

Squadron Examiner  Court Harkness, JN 
Squadron Financial Review  Don Tanner, CN 
 
Why not help your Squadron and volunteer as Bridge 
Member or assistant! 

Squadron Events Calendar 
 

• May 05, 2016 – Bridge Meeting - Louis Steak House 1682 
Cyrville Rd.  Informal dinner at 1800 hrs, meeting starts at 
1900 hrs. All are welcomed to attend. 

 
• Jun 02, 2016 –  Bridge Meeting - Louis Steak House 1682 

Cyrville Rd.  Informal dinner at 1800 hrs, meeting starts at 
1900 hrs. All are welcomed to attend. 
 

• Friday & Saturday Jun 10-11, 2016 – Flare Disposal 
(Marine flares only) -  At the Chandlery, 367 Poulin Ave, 
Ottawa 

 
• June 13, 2016 – Squadron Annual Picnic –  RCMP 

Campgrounds – watch website for more details 
 

• Sep 08, 2016 – Bridge Meeting - Louis Steak House 1682 
Cyrville Rd.  Informal dinner at 1800 hrs, meeting starts at 
1900 hrs. All are welcomed to attend. 

 
• Oct 06, 2016 – Bridge Meeting - Louis Steak House 1682 

Cyrville Rd.  Informal dinner at 1800 hrs, meeting starts at 
1900 hrs. All are welcomed to attend. 

 
 

Squadron Mailing Address 

 

Ottawa Power and Sail Squadron 
P.O. Box 8481, Terminal ‘T’ 

Ottawa, ON K1G 3H9 
 

Cdr Robin Craig 
(613) 489-2202 

 

 CPS-ECP 
National Conference October 

27-30, 2016 

 

Please check the website for updates and latest information: http://www.cps-ottawa.com/events.html 

 

Terry Hamilton (613) 824-1362 
Social Activities (Committee Chair) 

 

If you have any ideas or a topic for an Information Night, please drop me an e-mail 
social@cps-ottawa.com and we can work together to make it happen! 

 
Check us out on our Facebook Page 

http://www.cps-ottawa.com/events.html
mailto:social@cps-ottawa.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/158079387657163/
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From the Membership Desk, 

Some of us have our boats in the water already while others are still hoping to get 
all the pre-season checklist completed. We are all anxious to start boating but we 
need to get all our job jar empty to enjoy a summer of safe boating! 

For some of you, one very important piece of business you must complete is to 
renew your membership. Presently we have 57 members whose membership have 
elapsed on April 30th, 2016. I must point out that 70% of our membership renewed 
by April 30th. Thank you! 

You still have to renew, here four (4) easy ways to do 
it: 
 
Method 1 Go to the CPS Website 
www.cpsboat.ca – Quick Membership Renewal (No 
Login required) - Your Member Number, Last Name 
and Postal Code are required to access the electronic 
invoice and credit card information.  
 

Method 2 Call me at 613-824-9490 Have your 
Member Number, Last Name and Postal Code and   
have your credit card ready. If you cannot find your 
membership, do not worry, I have it! 
 

Method 3 Call CPS HQ 1-866-277-2628. Have 
your Member Number or First/Last Name and have 
your credit card ready.  
 

Method 4  Mail a cheque as soon as you get your 
printed renewal to Canadian Power and Sail 
Squadrons, 26 Golden Gate Court, Toronto ON M1P 
3A5! 
 

CSP-ECP Membership has benefits which are listed 
here. One of the most important is the camaraderie 
when you attend functions like the Annual Squadron 
Dinner or the FREE Annual Picnic and Graduation or 
other events. Get your money’s worth by join us at 
an event, make new friends, get your questions 
answered and share your experience with other 
minded safe boaters. 
 
To fly your CPS-ECP Flag proudly, you must be a member in good standing which means your membership 
must be paid up. Make my Day! Renew Now! 
 

Guy A. Ladouceur, P/Cdr 
Membership Officer   

http://www.cpsboat.ca/
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/public_home.asp?WCE=C=Wizard|K=221~0
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You are invited to the 

Ottawa Power and Sail Squadron 
Annual Picnic 

Monday June 13, 2016   1800 hrs 

RCMP Long Island Conference and Recreation Facility 
Burgers, sausages, salads, soft drinks & dessert will be free for 

members and their families.  Register now ... 

Bring your own deck/lawn chair. The facility has indoor space to escape 
to should there be liquid sunshine! 

CPS-ECP regalia will be available for order and purchase.  
Does your boat need a new flag? 

Please bring donations of nautical items for a silent auction, new this year. 
 

 

RCMP CAMPGROUND  

Off River Rd approx 10 km south of Hunt Club Rd (1.5 km south of 
Strandherd Dr bridge) -Turn (right), west on Nicholls Island Road 

towards Long Island Lock, turn right before you get to the locks at large 
Green and White sign (415 Nicholls Island Rd on GPS, incl Google) 

  

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RCMP_logo.png&ei=NW1LVZb2KYehyQSTtIDoBg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHqYlqk3qfh9sy-P5geT164E-Ez0A&ust=1431092955857100
http://www.folic.ca/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RCMP_logo.png&ei=NW1LVZb2KYehyQSTtIDoBg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHqYlqk3qfh9sy-P5geT164E-Ez0A&ust=1431092955857100
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RCMP_logo.png&ei=NW1LVZb2KYehyQSTtIDoBg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHqYlqk3qfh9sy-P5geT164E-Ez0A&ust=1431092955857100
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RCMP_logo.png&ei=NW1LVZb2KYehyQSTtIDoBg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHqYlqk3qfh9sy-P5geT164E-Ez0A&ust=1431092955857100
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:RCMP_logo.png&ei=NW1LVZb2KYehyQSTtIDoBg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHqYlqk3qfh9sy-P5geT164E-Ez0A&ust=1431092955857100
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CPS-ECP  
Rideau District was there! 

 

It was their first and for us it was a New 
Adventure as well. 
 
This all started at the Ottawa Boat & 
Sportsmen’s Show when then The Jewel 98.5 
asked CPS-ECP to partner with them for the 
event.  
 
I jumped at the chance to promote ourselves 
and to fly the flag in the most easterly portion 
of our District. Our neighbouring Districts in 
Quebec were alerted of the opportunity! 
 
For the three-day show, we used the District 
Booth and the CPS-ECP Boating Skills Virtual 
Trainer. We had a skeleton crew of Stephen 
Petruska, Ken Kendall, Cdr Robert Dandurand 
and David Little. I enjoyed working the event 
with all of them and they were very involved 
with the event goers. 
 
Cdr Robert Dandurand and I were engaged in a 
few fact searching mission with The Jewel 
Advertising Team to see how we can work 
together again in the future. The Jewel 98.5 has 
a few more event planned this year like an “In-
Water Boat Show” in July at a location to be 
decided. We will keep in touch with the 
organizers as we have been promised a booth 
for any of their future events if  we wish to 

participate. For the 2nd Annual, they are contemplating a training component to be done by CPS-ECP and many ideas 
how to improve the Show were floating around during the weekend. 
 
As this was the first event of this type in Hawkesbury, the attendance was minimal at best even with free admission but 
the Trainer was a great attraction with the younger crowd. We met a lot of interesting people and promoted our 
Courses. We will possibly conduct a few RVCC events during the summer in that part of our District. I believe that it was 
a worthwhile event to be involved in to inform the public who we are and what we offer.  
 
We hope to get some air time from The Jewel FM Radio Station during the North American Safe Boating Awareness 
Week. 
 
In closing, we were approached by a major car manufacturer who might be interested in partnering with CPS-ECP to add 
to our Member’s Benefits nationally. If we receive a formal offer it will be passed on to the National Executive for review 
and possible approval. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Guy A. Ladouceur 
Rideau District Commander 
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 Your Squadron completes 64th years!
On April 14th, 2016 members  of the Squadron got together to  conclude another year  of volunteering many hours  in 
an attempt to make our waters safer for the  boating community. 

Your friends and Squadron members in attendance were:    

Bryan CARROLL (District Commander - P/Cdr) - Karen CRAIG (Member) - Robin CRAIG (Cdr) -  Christopher FRIESEN 
(Admin Officer) -  Linda HAMILTON (National Director - P/D/C) - Terry HAMILTON (P/Cdr - Social Activities) -  Court 
HARKNESS (Executive Officer) - Bruce SD HARRIS (Member) -  Philip S HARRIS (Web Master/Newsletter Editor) -  Kathryn 
HOPKINS (Life Member) -  Cathie JOHNSTONE (National Executive Officer - P/D/C - P/Cdr) - Frank KEATING (P/Cdr) – Lise 
& Kenneth KENDALL (MAREP Officer) - Chantal LADOUCEUR (Secretary) - Guy A LADOUCEUR (P/Cdr - Membership 
Officer) - Marjorie LADOUCEUR (Mailing Officer) - Jim MACLEOD (Member) - Rachel MORGAN (Member) -  Robert 
MORGAN (P/Cdr) - Joy MOYLE (Regalia Officer) - William R MOYLE (Financial Officer) -  Sandy & Rolly NANTEL (Member) 
- Carol OBENAUF (Member) - Axel OBENAUF (Educational Officer) - Donald PARTRIDGE (Public Relations Officer) - 
Monique PELLAND (Member) -  Nancy RICHARDS (National Secretary & Comms Officer) - Anne RICHER (Member) - Paul 
WEISBROD (P/Cdr). 

A Merit Mark is awarded at the sole discretion of the Chief Commander based on the recommendations of Squadron, 
District and National officers. The qualification to earn a Merit Mark is based on a Member or Associate contributing not 
less than 20 hours of volunteer work for CPS-ECP in any one calendar year.  

District Commander Bryan Carroll and Squadron Commander Robin Craig presented Merit Mark Certificates to some 
very dedicated volunteers: 

Baets, Wicher    22 
Bilous, Walter    23 
Carroll, Bryan A    14 
Craig, Robin    11 
Dalton, Peter    6 
Friesen, Christopher   4 
Garneau, E H Pierre   29 
Gregory, Richard    1 
Guillemette, Nelson   12 
Hamilton, Linda    33 
Hamilton, Terry    23 
Harkness, Court    5 
Harris, Bruce Sd    1 
Harris, Philip S    11 
Highstead, Steven   13 
Johnstone, Cathie   31 
Keating, Frank    26 

Kendall, Kenneth    1 
Ladouceur, Chantal   4 
Ladouceur, Guy A    11 
Ladouceur, Marjorie   11 
Legault, Denis    1 
Legault, Nathalie    1 
Macleod, James    27 
Morgan, Robert B   26 
Moyle, Joy    5 
Moyle, William R    5 
Nantel, Rolland    17 
Obenauf, Axel    6 
Partridge, Donald    7 
Pelland, Monique    14 
Richards, Nancy    7 
Tanner, Don C    17 
Weisbrod, Paul    35 

 It is always very rewarding to see new recipients receiving their first Merit Mark. This could be you next year! 

Get in touch with any member of the Squadron Bridge if you would like to volunteer your services. We are always 
looking for help if you can only give a few hours per month. 

Guy A. Ladouceur, P/Cdr  
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Note: Tuesday night courses are offered by Britannia-Rideau and Wednesday night courses are offered by Ottawa Squadron 

To Register: www.boatingcourses.ca 

TRAINING COURSES OFFERED IN OTTAWA 
Courses Season Dates Offered Weekday Location Start Finish 
PCOC Online 

(Kingston Squadron) 
OPEN Starts Anytime At your Leisure 

Exam administered by local 
Squadron 

Online Seamanship 2016 Fall Dates to be Set Wed 
Online 

St-Patrick High School 

Solar & Battery Seminar 2016 Fall 14 Sep 21Sep Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

Boat & Engine 
Maintenance 

2016 Fall 20 Sep 22 Nov Tue St. Patrick’s High School 

VHF – Maritime Radio 2016 Fall 20 Sep 04 Oct Tue St. Patrick’s High School 

Solar & Battery 
Maintenance 

2016 Fall 21 Sep 28 Sep Wed St. Patrick’s High School  

Boating 2: Beyond PCOC 2016 Fall 21 Sep 26 Oct Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

Introduction to 
Weather 

2016 Fall 27 Sep 29 Nov Tue St. Patrick’s High School 

Boating 3: Introduction 
to Navigation 

2016 Fall 01 Nov 06 Dec Tue St. Patrick’s High School 

Boating 2: Beyond PCOC 2017 Winter 17 Jan 21 Feb Tue St. Patrick’s High School 

Boating 4: Seamanship 2017 Winter 18 Jan 25 Apr Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

VHF – Maritime Radio 1 2017 Winter 18 Jan 01 Feb Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

Boat & Engine 
Maintenance 

2017 Winter 28 Feb 09 May Tue St. Patrick’s High School 

Boating 3: Introduction 
to Navigation 

2017 Winter 01 Mar Apr 5 Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

Introduction to 
Weather 

2017 Spring 01 Mar 05 Apr Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

Solar & Battery Seminar 2017 Spring 01 Mar 08 Mar Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

VHF – Maritime Radio 2 2017 Spring 05 Apr 26 Apr Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

Electronic Navigation 2017 Spring 12 Apr May 24 Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

VHF – Maritime Radio 3 2017 Spring 17 May May 31 Wed St. Patrick’s High School 

http://www.boatingcourses.ca/
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1682 Cyrville Rd, Ottawa ON 
Local Tel: 613-741-0584 

367 Poulin Ave, Ottawa, ON K2B 5V2 
Local Tel: 613-820-7642  

Tel: 1-800-785-4664

http://louissteakhouse.com/
http://www.thesamgroup.ca/

