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Commander’s Message

I’ll try to keep it brief,

 First, a little history. My serious boating career

actually started back in the ‘80s when the houseboat

craze was at its peak. We, as a family, decided to rent

one of those cumbersome monstrosities, didn’t know a

thing about rules of the road or any of that technical

stuff that we all take for granted these days. Anyhow,

after the rental period was over my wife Lynda and I

decided to take a boating course and, as they say, the

rest is history.

Secondly, I would like to thank the outgoing

Squadron Executive for their dedicated service. Their

hard work has continued to keep this Squadron strong

and, in my opinion, one of the best in the Province.

Thirdly, I would like to thank all those on the

nominating committee for having the faith in my

abilities to lead this squadron. It will be a challenge,

and I look forward to serving you, the Squadron

membership.

New to the Excom and Squadron is our new Financial

Officer, Robert Menard.

Robert volunteered his services at the last Excom

meeting held in May and after some initial training by

outgoing Financial Officer Will Moyle, Robert has

jumped into the frying pan and is sizzling.

On behalf of the Squadron and the Executive

Committee, thanks go out to outgoing Financial

Officer Will Moyle for all his hard work and

dedication.

Some or all of you have in recent weeks seen the e-

blasts that have been sent out. We, as the Executive,

have decided that this form of communication, as well

as using social media, is required in order to

communicate, in a timely manner, with Squadron

Members. Don’t be alarmed, we will only do this if

we have certain events that take place within a short

period of time. The newsletter, Ripples, isn’t always

an effective communication medium as it is only

printed four times a year and some of our

events/future events fall in between.

I promised to keep it brief. There are a host of things

we need to look at going forward. We will keep you

posted.

Almost forgot, The Rideau District Picnic, June 17th

at the RCMP Camp Grounds. Admission is free. Bring

family, friends and nautical items for the auction.

Details in a separate bulletin.

Enjoy the summer, and above all, stay safe.

Cheers

Axel Obenauf, JN

Commander
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The 2019 – 2020
Executive Committee

Squadron Commander  Axel Obenauf, JN
Immediate Past Commander  Court Harkness, JN
Executive Officer  Tom Beaver, S
Financial Officer  Robert Menard
Educational Officer  Robin Craig, CN
Membership Officer  Joan Feltham, AP
A/Membership                              Terry Hamilton, JN
Secretary  Robert Dandurand, P
Communications Officer              William M. Hall, P
Public Relations / Marketing         Bruce SD Harris, JN
A/ Public Relations / Marketing   Donald Partridge,AP
Regalia/Mailing Officer   Marjorie Ladouceur
Rideau Ripples Editor  Robert Dandurand, P
RVCC / Safety Officer                 TBD
Social Affairs (Chair)               TBD
Webmaster   Robin Craig, CN

Squadron Financial Review  Michael Crawford

Squadron Mailing Address

Ottawa Power and Sail Squadron
6901 Bilberry Drive,
Ottawa ON K1C 2E8

Cdr Axel Obenauf
(613) 825-2882

Please check the website for updates and
latest information:

cps-ottawa.com/events.html

You have any ideas or a topic for an Information Night,
please drop me an e-mail commander@cps-ottawa.com
and we can work together to make it happen!

Squadron Events
Calendar

Have a Wonderful Summer of Safe Boating
- Fly Your CPS-ECP Flag Proudly and
Promote Our Organization by Networking
with your Dock Mates and anyone on the
water!

● August 17-18, 2019 – RIDEAU FERRY
REGATTA – We need volunteers – For
more information, please refer to the
article in this newsletter,

● September 12, 2019 – EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING - Nepean
Museum, 16 Rowley Ave, Ottawa. Doors
open at 1830 hrs, meeting will start at
1900 hrs. All are Welcome to attend.

● October 10, 2019 – EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING - Nepean
Museum, 16 Rowley Ave, Ottawa. Doors
open at 1830 hrs, meeting will start at
1900 hrs. All are Welcome to attend.

● November 14, 2019 – EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE MEETING - Nepean
Museum, 16 Rowley Ave, Ottawa. Doors
open at 1830 hrs, meeting will start at
1900 hrs. All are Welcome to attend.

*NEW*NEW

http://cps-ottawa.com/events.html
mailto:commander@cps-ottawa.com
https://i1.wp.com/www.sailingtotem.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DSC_8983.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.sailingtotem.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DSC_8983.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.sailingtotem.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DSC_8983.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.sailingtotem.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/DSC_8983.jpg
https://www.forces.net/news/heritage/naval-history/royal-navy-jolly-roger-flags-go-display
https://www.forces.net/news/heritage/naval-history/royal-navy-jolly-roger-flags-go-display
https://www.forces.net/news/heritage/naval-history/royal-navy-jolly-roger-flags-go-display
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com/media/291819/2018%20canadian%20drowning%20report%20-%20web.pdf
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com/media/291819/2018%20canadian%20drowning%20report%20-%20web.pdf
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com/media/291819/2018%20canadian%20drowning%20report%20-%20web.pdf
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com/media/291819/2018%20canadian%20drowning%20report%20-%20web.pdf
https://www.jenniferpate.com/speaking
https://www.jenniferpate.com/speaking
https://letstalktransportation.ca/CNWA
https://letstalktransportation.ca/CNWA
www.cps-ottawa.com
www.cps-ottawa.com
www.cps-ottawa.com
www.cps-ottawa.com


Jun 2019 Page: 3

Scuttlebutt
By Robert Dandurand, P

Where do you take a sick boat?
To the dock.

◊◊◊

Source :
https://i1.wp.com/www.sailingtote
m.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/DSC_898
3.jpg

◊◊◊
The original skull and crossbones
flag was not coloured black and
white as is commonly thought but
was actually blood red to signify
that no mercy would be given once
the pirates boarded a ship. The
name of the flag Jolly Roger is
thought to have come from the
French phrase 'joli rouge' meaning
'pretty red'.
Source:
https://www.forces.net/news/herita
ge/naval-history/royal-navy-jolly-
roger-flags-go-display

◊◊◊
Would you believe? In a chapter
entitled “Manners Afloat”, one can
read:

“Never throw cans
overboard even in open
water unless punctured
both ends so they will
sink.”

Page 22 of Cruising with
Safety by the Texas Company,
1951. Tsk, tsk.

◊◊◊
In 2018, 148,000 PCOCs issued
Source: National Pleasure Craft
Operator Competency Database

◊◊◊

At the National Spring 2019
Canadian Marine Advisory
Committee meeting at the Shaw
Centre, the National Office of
Boating Safety presented stats
from the Lifesaving Society about
Recreational Boating-Related
Fatalities in Canada in 2018: 84.
The reasons why these boating
fatalities occurred were broken
down as follows:

• Not wearing a PFD / lifejacket
(84 %*)
• Cold water (64 %*)
• Consuming alcohol (36 %)
• Capsizing (40 %)
• Boating alone (30 %)
• Falling or being thrown
overboard (30 %)
• Boating in darkness / twilight
(23 %)
• Boating in rough water (21 %)
(* Where information was
available)
Source:
http://www.lifesavingsociety.com/
media/291819/2018%20canadian%
20drowning%20report%20-
%20web.pdf

◊◊◊

“In August, 2016 people from
across the Great Lakes region took
part in the world’s largest-ever
simultaneous sampling for micro-
plastics in water. […] Realizing the
main solutions to this problem start
on land, they dedicated themselves
to initiating meaningful action
back home. This completely
volunteer effort is an example of
how, if people are connected to,
and love their environment, they

will stand up to protect it. This talk
(7m41s video) is about showing
that, given the right information,
engagement and tools for action,
anyone can quickly move from
being part of a problem, to being
part of the solution.”

Source:
https://www.jenniferpate.com/spea
king

◊◊◊

In February 2018, the Government
of Canada introduced an Act to
enact the Impact Assessment Act
and the Canadian Energy
Regulator Act, to amend the
Navigation Protection Act and to
make consequential amendments
to other Acts (Bill C-69).  The
proposed changes to the
Navigation Protection Act in Bill
C-69 would create a new Canadian
Navigable Waters Act (CNWA).
This new Act would deliver on the
Government’s promise to restore
protections and put in place
modern safeguards to protect the
public right of navigation by
introducing navigation protections
on all navigable waters in Canada.
For more information on the status
of Bill C-69, please visit the
Parliament of Canada website.

Source: For more information on
the CNWA, please visit
https://letstalktransportation.ca/C
NWA.

◊◊◊

Studies suggest that the northern
lights could move as the Earth’s
magnetic north pole heads towards
Siberia.

Like most planets in our solar
system, the Earth has its own
magnetic field. Thanks to its
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largely molten iron core, our planet
is in fact a bit like a bar magnet. It
has a north and south magnetic
pole, separate from the geographic
poles, with a field connecting the
two. This field protects our planet
from radiation and is responsible
for creating the northern and
southern lights – spectacular
events that are only visible near the
magnetic poles.

However, with reports that the
magnetic north pole has started
moving swiftly at 50km (31 miles)
per year – and may soon be over
Siberia – it has long been unclear
whether the northern lights will
move too. Now a new study,
published in Geophysical Research
Letters, has come up with an
answer. […]

Since Earth’s magnetic field is
created by its moving, molten iron

core, its poles aren’t stationary and
they wander independently of one
another. In fact, since its first
formal discovery in 1831, the north
magnetic pole has travelled over
1,240 miles (2,000 km) […].

This wandering has generally been
quite slow, around 9km (6 mi) a
year, allowing scientists to easily
keep track of its position. But since
the turn of the century, this speed
has increased to 30 miles (50 km) a
year.  […]

A recent study made a computer
model of the aurora and the Earth’s
magnetic poles based on data
dating back to 1965. It showed that
rather than following the magnetic
poles, the aurora follows the
“geomagnetic poles” instead.
There’s only a small difference
between these two types of poles –
but it’s an important one. […]

The geomagnetic poles are a kind
of reliable, averaged out version of
the magnetic poles, which move
erratically all the time. Because of
that, it turns out they aren’t moving
anywhere near as fast as the
magnetic north pole is. And since
the aurora seems to follow the
more averaged version of the
magnetic field, it means that the
northern lights aren’t moving that
fast either. It seems as though the
aurora are staying where they are –
at least for now. […]

Source:
https://earthsky.org/earth/magnetic
-north-pole-shift-northern-
lights?utm_source=EarthSky+New
s&utm_campaign=c390066fe3-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_0
2_COPY_01&utm_medium=email
&utm_term=0_c643945d79-
c390066fe3-395197485

Cargo Sailing in the
Caribbean
By Émilie Carter

“Now you know what’s it’s
like to do some real sailing
when the wind and the
currents are against you.”

 Rémi said.

We were mustered at midships,
each with a small glass of
Dominican rum at hand, listening
to the captain’s arrival speech. We
had made landfall about an hour
earlier and the ship was finally
docked at a commercial harbour in
Boca Chica, Dominican Republic.

For 15 days, our crew comprised
of a dozen people from different
countries and walks of life had beat
upwind and were dragged west by
the current. The distance between

Santa Marta, Colombia and Boca
Chica, Dominical Republic is no
more than 500 Nautical miles, and
could have been covered in a few
days. However, with unfavourable
winds and current added to the
equation, we covered about 1200

Nautical miles in just over two
weeks.

The engineless cargo vessel Tres
Hombres has been doing these
types of voyages for years. Every
fall, she leaves the Netherlands
with an empty cargo hold, crosses
over to the Caribbean and
eventually returns to Europe with a
low belly; full of Rum, cocoa and
coffee beans. The 32-metre
brigantine is manned by a handful
of professional crew (5) who guide
the passengers and trainees (10).
For some of them, it is an eight-
month adventure. For others like
me, it is a hop from one port to the
next. Whoever is on board will
sooner or later put in some blood
sweat and tears in order to sail and
maintain the ship. It is a working
ship, and everyone is expected to
pitch in. We stand night watches,
man the helm, climb aloft to take
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in or set sail in all types of
conditions. We paint, tar, mend,
replace various components on
board, as well as bake bread
nightly, and complete daily
cleaning chores. Everyone on board
has a specific role to play, and the
ship becomes our little floating
community for weeks at a time.
Every evening, we stop what we
are doing to enjoy the sunsets. On a
clear night, we are blown away by
the shining stars.

We do all this in the name of low-
emission goods. The Tres Hombres
is one of the leaders in a niche
movement of sailing cargo.
Bringing shipping back to the way
it was done in the old days, writing
a romantic story of fair-trade
products transported by the power
of the wind. The lack of an engine
makes a statement and ensures that
each product has a minimal carbon
footprint. The same lack of engine
can be a source of frustration when
stuck in a dead zone for three days
with the current pushing us away
from our destination. Or when a
towing line snaps while a tugboat is
bringing us into a harbour while we
slowly drift closer and closer to a
concrete wall. But the same lack of
engine gives us the opportunity to
slip away from a dock in the wee
hours of the morning in complete
silence watching the sun come up
from behind the Colombian
mountains while we gently gain
speed by setting one sail at a time.
It permits us to look back at a
completed passage with pride as we
realize how far we’ve come, and
that each mile sailed was the result
of our hard work. We sometimes
imagine what it was like to sail on
tall ships centuries ago, and while
many things have changed, we do
certain things exactly the same

way, like briefly stepping into a
time machine. Sailing this way puts
things into perspective and reminds
us how small and helpless we are
when facing the ocean and Mother
Nature; that there are many things
beyond our control, and that that is
alright.

This summer the ship will make
landfall in Amsterdam, the cargo
will be brought to shore and sailors
will be reunited with friends and
family after many months of
absence. There will be an unloading
party and some more bottles of rum
will surely be opened. The ship will
eventually undergo a refit, as she
does every year before repeating
the voyage with a new crew next
fall; picking up cargo and changing
people’s lives along the way.

Climate
Change

What if we became extinct just like
the Dinosaurs?

Who’d see each day’s sunrise and
who’d hear the oceans roar?

The polar caps are melting and the
seas begun to rise,

No more landings on the moon for
us and no more butterflies,

Our weather patterns are changing
fast, we’re poisoning our home,

Are greed and ignorance our
future’s legacy syndrome?

 So much that we can do right now,
the future’s up to us,

This picture makes our differences
all seem superfluous,

Consider this, how’d we react to an
Alien invasion?

Would planetary unity require much
persuasion?

This “Alien” we now face is one of
our creation,

The solution? Act together now and
deal with climate change,

Act together?  Now? Does this seem
very strange?

Our planet and our future both need
our cooperation,

Let our goal be to protect our
planet’s future habitation

Robert Bergazyn
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Once in a Blue Moon
We had two Blue Moons in 2018,
one on January 31 and the second
on March 31. Both the January and
March 2018 Blue Moons were blue
in name only. Both were the
second of two full moons to fall
within a single calendar month.
This May’s Blue Moon was blue in
name only, too, but the rules for it
are a bit different. The Blue Moon
of May 18, 2019, will have been a
seasonal Blue Moon, that is, the
third of four full moons in one
season.

In recent years, people have been
using the name Blue Moon for
these two different sorts of moons:
second of two full moons in a
calendar month, or third of four
full moons in a single season.

Let’s talk about seasonal Blue
Moons first. A year has 12 months,
and months – or “moonths” – have
lengths more or less based on a
single orbit of the moon around
Earth. What we call a season –
winter, spring, summer, fall –
typically lasts three months, and
typically has three full moons. If a
season has four full moons, then
the third full moon may be called a
Blue Moon.

The best-known and most popular
definition of Blue Moon is that it
describes the second full moon of a
calendar month. The time between
one full moon and the next is close
to the length of a calendar month.
So the only time one month can
have two full moons is when the
first full moon happens in the first
few days of the month. This

happens every two to three years,
so these sorts of Blue Moons come
about that often.

The idea of a Blue Moon as the
second full moon in a month
stemmed from the March 1946
issue of Sky and Telescope
magazine, which contained an
article called Once in a Blue Moon
by James Hugh Pruett.

Today, it has become part of
folklore.

Source:
https://earthsky.org/astronomy-
essentials/when-is-the-next-blue-
moon?utm_source=EarthSky+New
s&utm_campaign=e5893661a1-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_02_0
2_COPY_01&utm_medium=email
&utm_term=0_c643945d79-
e5893661a1-395197485

On a starry night
By Robert Dandurand, P

The five brightest stars of
Cassiopeia – Alpha, Beta, Gamma,
Delta, and Epsilon Cassiopeiae –
form the characteristic W-shaped
asterism*. All five are prominent
naked eye stars, three are
noticeably variable, and a fourth is
a suspected low amplitude
variable. The asterism is oriented
as a W when below Polaris during
northern spring and summer
nights. In northern winter, and
when seen from southern latitudes,
it is “above” Polaris (i.e. closer to
the zenith) and the W appears
inverted.

*an asterism is a popularly-known
pattern or group of stars that can be
seen in the night sky

Source:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassi
opeia_(constellation)
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ANNUAL SQUADRON
DINNER
By Guy A. Ladouceur, P/Cdr
Social Activities Chair

You Missed A Great Evening!
Forty-two (42) of your fellow
Ottawa Squadron members, family
and friends got together for an
evening of fine dining and
enjoyable conversation at the
Squadron Annual Dinner held on
March 30th, 2018 at Algonquin
College on Woodroffe Avenue.

Yes, we were celebrating our 67th

Anniversary as a Squadron. The
Staff at Algonquin College once

again surpassed last year’s effort,
and everyone appreciated a superb
meal. The Roast Beef and the Ham
were to die for. A few members
certainly appreciated the many
choices of dessert. Everyone
enjoyed a 45-minute slide show of
photographs depicting the history
of our Squadron as well as from
the recently merged l’Escadrille de
l’Outaouais. The creator of this
masterpiece was Rolly Nantel who
spent a lot of time organizing the
photographs. Commander Court
Harkness presented a small
Welcome Aboard to
Past/Commandant Jacques
Boudreault and his wife Guylaine
and Past/Officier de Formation

Reginald Guilbert and his wife
Louise.

Many draws were made from
Regalia Items, and we must thank
“The Chandlery” for the donation
of two $25.00 and one $50 gift
certificates. A non-identified donor
also contributed a $100.00 gift
certificate for the Sam Group.

Everyone had a great evening and
went home happy with the great
meal they had just enjoyed!

It was a successful event and all
attendees are looking forward to
the next one in 2019. You should
join us!

CHANGING OF
SQUADRON MAILING
ADDRESS

Dear Members,
You likely noticed on Page 2 of
the Newsletter, the Squadron
Excom has voted to terminate the
use of a Postal Box at the Alta
Vista Post Office. We have been
using the Postal Box for well over
15 years and in the last couple of
years, all we were picking up was
flyers and very few odd pieces of
mail for the Squadron.
Starting June 13, 2019, all Ottawa
Power and Sail Squadron mail will
be forwarded to 6901 Bilberry
Drive, Ottawa, ON K1C 2E8 until
October 17, 2019. At which time,
we will have notified the few
organizations who send us mail.
Submitted for your information,
Marjorie Ladouceur
Ottawa Squadron
Mailing & Regalia Officer

Upcoming Classroom Courses
Maritime Radio,  Sep 11, 18, 25
Boating 2,  Oct 16 to Nov 22
Maritime Radio,  Feb 26, Mar 4, 11
Boat & Eng Maint.,  Mar 25 to May 20
Maritime Radio,  Nov 6, 13, 20
Boating 3,  Jan 29 to Mar 11

“Quote, Unquote”
“Seamanship is a broad, rather nebulous term, but its
essence is the ability to anticipate and thus avoid trouble.
A thoroughly competent seaman should not have a great
deal to fear from emergencies, because he or she not only
plans how to cope with them, but takes all possible
measures to ensure that they will never happen in the first
place.”

Richard Henderson
Sea Sense
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Local Supporters
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